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Lthough the Doctrine of God's Eternal Predeſting?> 
on be an offence tomany, ſome abuſe it to carnal li- 
berty, and others to deſpair; yet it. is a nec 
and uſeful Doctrine, which upon all occaſions ought 
to be uttered with much reverence and circumſpe- 

tion, to the praiſe and glory of God (as the ſameis held forth 

iathe ſacred Scriptures) without ſome :aſte of this Divine Do- 
ftrine of Predeſtination, there can be no true Faith ; but either 

a doubtful and wavering Opinion kading to Deſpair, or elſe a 

yain preſumption of feigned Holineſs, whilſt men reſt upon their 

own Works and Performances,and not upon the Free Grace of 

God, There is no Doctrine that _ more beat down thepride 
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(4) 
of the Fleſh, that doth more exalt the Riches of God's Grace, 
or more eſtabliſh and ſupport the Saints in the Aſlurance of the 
Love of God, than this Doctrine of God's Eternal Predeſt inati- 
on, if rightly apprehended and improved. The Scripture doth 
uſvally alledge the Eternal Purpoſe and Decree of God tor 
ſtrengthening and confirming our Faith and Hope of Salvation, 
and doth not reſt in ſecond Cauſes, or in the Fruits of our Faith 
and Vocation ; but aſccndeth up to Chriſt himſelf ; In whom 
(as in the Head) we are clected and predeſtinated ro Grace and 
Glory : Yea,it raiſtth, us up te that everlaſting Purpoſe and De-+ 
cree' which was in God himſelf before the Foundation of the 
World, Epheſ. 1. 4, 5. Aatth. 11. 25, 26. Rom. S. 29, 30. 
Rom. 9.11, 16, 18, 23. 2 Tim, 1.9. 2 Tim. 2. 19. 1Pet. 1. 2G. 


See. + 


As in other Points of Divinzey, ſo more cſpecially in this 
great Myſtery of Predeſtination, we ſhould avoid vainand curi- 
ous Queſtions aud Speculations ; uſing ſuch words and expreſſi- 
ons conceming the lame, as are moſt agreeable tg'the HolyScri- 
ptures (for who ſo fit to reveal the mind of God'in this great 
Myſtery as God himſelf ?) and not according to our corrupt 
fancy and imagination In this caſe 'tis beſt and ſafelt for us to al- 
cend-from the lowelt degrees to the higheſt, as St. Pax/doth in 
his Epiſtle to the Romars : ſpeaking firſt of the Law of God, and 
'the Corruption of Man's Nature ; and ſo proceeding on to the 
Remiſſion of Sins, and Juſtificarion by Chriſt ; and from thence, 
to the ſublime Myſtery of God's Erernal Predeſtination, /Whe- 
ther we 20 up from the loweſt ſtep to the higheſt, or deſcend 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, we muſt take heed that-we run 
not from one Extreme ta another ; omitting and palling by the 
middle Cauſes or Means of Salvation and Damnation; which 
ought to bs duly conſidered and placed hetween God's Eternal 
Decree, and the final Execution thereof. Nor ſhould the Þecree 
of Preterition or Reprobation be applied to any Sinner in (parti- 
cular) ſolong as he lives, without ſpecial extraordinary Revye- 
lation, ſeeing God (whoſe Grace and Mercy is ivfinite and 
boundleſs) may call and convert him, evenat the eleventh hour, 
| | though 


[5] 
though his ſins be never ſo great and' hainous: Tis obſer- 
vable, that all thoſe 4:/s\in:God; which, in the matter of Re- 
probation, go befor ſin, are deſcribed, rather afrer a. negative, 
than poktive manner jn the Scriptore; as the Nor writing thein 
rames in the book. of life. Rey: i2. 8. They are not found written 
in the book_of life. Rev. :0. 15. Te are 'not of my Sheep. Joh. 10. 


'| p 26. F rever knew yeu.” Matth. 9. 23. The El:Gion bath obtained 
zt, the reſt (1 e. thoſe who arc not clcted ) were: blinded. 
Rom. 1 1. 7. 
SetF. 3. 


- God's Decree of Reprobation is not the cauſe of ſin, .but Man 
himſelf is the cauſe of ſm; Fecleſe 7. 29. Extki36: 41, 324 
Jam. 1.14. Reprobation being part of the Decree, and the 
Decree nothing elſe but God himſelf decreeing, cannot. be the 
| cauſe of ſin : which is ſo contrary to: God-(who is Holineſs it 
ſelf.) His Decree may he ſaid-to be the Anrecedent of Sing and 
Sin to' be the Confequent of the Decree, notthe Effect of the De- 
cree. Upon th!s occation, we ſhould always remember that 
approved d#:54:9% between a: praper Cauſe, and an Antece- 
dent : Life is the Antecedent of death; -and-'fight of blindneſs. 
And, as it isimpoſlible that there ſhbald be Dearth where there 
hath not been Life, or BlindneG6 where there hath not-been 
Sight foregoing ; ſoit is as impoſſible, 'that-either Life ſhould 
be the cauſe of Death, or Sight the cauſe of Blindneſs fo. 
lowing. God willeth got Sin as Sin; therefore: Reprobation is 
not the cauſe of Sin :' God willeth the Permiſſion of Sin; . there- 
fore Reprohation is the Antecedent thereof. For the better guidio 
' and regulating our hidgments in this-great point, we muſt c 
der three diſtinCtions. 1. Between God's Willing Sin as Sin, and 
his Willing the being; or permiſſion; or the ordering-of Sin: 
for the Glory of Divine Juſtice and Mercy. 2: Beeween aCaule. 
and an Antecedewe, x. Between a Conſequent and an Effect. . 


Sith. 4. 


Siisthecauſe of Puniſhment and Damuation ; God paniflt- 
A 3 cth. 
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eth no man, condemneth no man, but for Siu 3 Origmal, or A- 
al, or both ; Ger. 2. 17. Rom. 5. 12. Exch. 18, 20, 25, 28, 
Fhough Sin be not the Cauſe of the Decree of God (for that 
which is temporal cannot bethe cauſe of that which is eaernal) 
yet-it+is the only proper cauſe of Puniſhment and Damaation, 
We mult diſtinguiſh between God's D:cree of Non-Eleftion, 
or Reprobation, and hisdeſtinating men to puniſhment, gr pre- 
paration -to-puniſhment ;, which is nſually called Predamnation. 
As for the former, it dependeth folcly upon the ſovereign Will 
and Pleaſure of God : but the latter is an Ac of God's Juſtice. 
The-one floweth from God, as he is a God of abſolute Power 
and Sovercignty ; the other floweth from God, as he isa God 
of Fuſtice. TheDecree of Election and Reprobation isan n- 
maent ACt in God alone, as in the Subject; and from God a- 
lone, as from the Original Canſe. But Damnation is neither 
originally from God, nor ſubjectively in God ; but isa rranſs- 
et At of his Juſtice. God being i afiaitely wiſe, propoundeth 
to himſelf the Manifeſtation oi his own Glory, asa moſt certain 
and infallible Ezd; appointing and making all things to be ſub- 
ſervient thereunto: The Lord hath made all things for bamſelf*, yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil. Prov. 16. 4. And thus the 
Decrceof God isdeſcribed by the learned Biſhop Vſer, and 0- 
ther Proteſtant Divmes,to be that A whereby God, from allF- 
eernity (according to his Free Will) did, by his w:changeable 
Counſel and Purpoſe, fore-appoint, and certainly determine of 
allthings z together with their Cauſes, Elfefts, Circumſtances, 
and manner of Being, for the Meanifeſtation of his own Glory, 
Nor ſhould we go about to ſubjeCt this Divine Decree to. our 
ſhallow Capacity, or meaſureit by our ceprayed Reaſon; conſi- 
dering that the Wl of God (from whence the Decree cometh) 
rs unſearchable. ?*Tis true thatall things come to pals neceſſars- 
ty, according to God's Eternal Decree ; they ſha}! not come to 
paſs in any other placeortimethan he hath ordained. But yet 
this Decree of God doth not infer a neceſlity of Conſtraint, but 
only of Immutablility : nor doth the Decrce take away, either 
Liberty from the reaſonable Creatures, or Contingency from ſe- 
c2nd Cauſes ; but only brings them into a certain order, that 
is, direeth them to the determined Eng : whereupon the Ef. 
ects 


C1 
fefts and Everits of things are contingent or neceſſary, as the 
nature of the ſecond Cauſe is: Thus Chriſt (according to the 
Divine Decree) died neceſſarily; AF. 4. 28. AF. 17. 3. But 
yet willingly. If we teſpect the prog of Chriſt's Budy, 
He might have lived longer : and therefore, in this reſpe&,, 
May be ſaid ta have died commgenty. 


Selt. 5, 


The Doarine of GodsEternal Predeftination (rightly under: 
ſtood) is fo ſar from beinga- prejudice or hindrance to the Uſe 
of Means tending to Holineſs and SanQification, as that the uſe 
of the Means is the proper Effeft and Fruit of the. Decree of 
God : the right Knowledge and Conſideration. whereof is a 
moſt effeftual Motive toa conſtant and conſcionableuſe of the 
Means. And therefore, that is a moſt wicked Speech (which. 
wmplyeth'a mere: Contradidtion) If 1 be clefted, howſoever I 
lire, I ſhall be ſayad-: And if I-be not elected, hve | neyer fo: 
well, I ſhall bedaonmned. Satan, by this wicked Suggeſtion, di- 
vides the End and the Means afunder, which oted 
together.. The Decreeof God conſiſts noronly of the Erd with- 
ove the Means, nor of oe without the End _ of both: 
together. God 8 #3 to ſalvation, thronh ſanitifiextion: 
of the ſpirit, and belief of the Truth, 2 Theſ; 1. 13. 


$eld; 6; 


The Command and Invitation of God in the preaching of the: 
-Gaſprt, is the Rake of our Faith and Obedience z and not the ſe- 
.erer Decree'of God: Nor muſt we confound the Decree of Pre-- 
deſtination with the Precepts of Faith and Obedience ; God's re- 

vealtd Prereprrve Will ſhews what the Lord approves-(as good! 
in it ſelf) and what ought to be performed by us :: Not that e- 

very one that hears the Goſpel preached, . ſhall have Efettual 
Grateto petform it; but yer it isthe duty of every oneto.re- 
-pemt, and believe on Jefos Chriſt, and dbey- the Voice of God ' 
mthe Difpezſarion of his Goſpel: The Doctrine of Predeftina... 
naw (ag {et forth in the Scriptures) is commanded to ——_ 
and: 
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and learned ; and being ſoberly ard wiſely handled, is very uſe- 
ful, borh ro the Godly and the Wicked. Butthe perſonal Ap- 
plication thereof before Faith, in point of Ek#ion; or, du- 
ring this 'Life, in point of Reprobarion; is unwarrantable, and 
many - ways hurtful. And troly, it is a great Sin againſt the 
Grace and Mercy of God m-the Goſpel, for any man or woman 
to conclude that he or ſhe is a Reprobare, becauſe final Unbelief 
and Diſobedience (the Confequent of Reprobation) cannot be 
known before Death. No man knoweth who are reprobare but 
God, andthoſe to whom God revealethit in his Word. But 
the Reprobation of any particular! perſon (now living) isnot to 
+e found 'm the Scriptures, nor is it revealed in an ordinary 
'WayTO us. | 


SetF, 5, 


All the Ele&t of God, firſt or laſt, ſhall truly believe on 
hrift, and'be converted to him (Saving Faith being the Ef- 
fe&t or Fruit of- Elefvion.) - All that the Father hath given #0 
"Chriſt, fljll come to him.” Joh; 6. 37. Joh: 10. 36. Whom he 
did predeſtinare, them he alſo called. Rom.'8. 30. ' The Eletion hath 
obtained it. Rom. 11.7,” And as many as were ordained to etey- 
nal life believed. ACt. 13. 48. "Js called the faith of God's Elett, 
Tit. 1.1. 1t is according to Eletti0n, Rom. 11. 5. In which re. 
ſpect, *ris as certain, that all the Elcft of God (though many 
of them are yet Unbelievers) ſhall believe and be ſaved, as it is 
certain that they are ſaved who are already in Heaven, As for 
others, God (who may do with 'his own what he pleaſeth ) 
juſtly witholds from them 'Grace to curetheir Unbelief and' Im- 
penitency : To them it is not given. Matth. 13. 11. Moral Impe. 
mtency, and Emmriry of Man's Will againſt God, is common, 
both tothe EleCt and Reprobate - being altke finful and'cor- 
ruypt by Nature: ) only God is pleaſed to c::re the one, and not 
the other, of their Natural Unbelief and Impenitency. Touch- 
ing the latter ſort, God may be faid'to be the Phyſical Cauſe 
-(not of their Unbelief, but) why their Unbelief remains uncy- 
red:: Asa Phyſician, able to cure a Diſeaſe (which yet he is not 
bound to cure) isthe cauſe, nor of the Diſeaſe it ſelf, but why 
the 
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the Diſcaſe is not cured : yet is he not the Moral and Blameable; 
but the Phyſical and unblameable Cauſe therenf, becauſe he is 
not bound to cure it. This Cure cannot be effefted inthe Un- 
regenerate; only by outward Means, without the [irernal Effie 
catigus Operation of the Spirit of God. The /ſraclires had 
ſeen with their Eyes the great Signs and Myracles which 
God had wrowzht tor them : yet withal, it is ſaid, that God 
had not groen them @ heart to perceive, nor eyes to:ſer, nor ears to 
hear, wito this day : Deut. 29. 3, 4+ that is, he had not cured 
them of their Spiritual Blindneſs and unbelief, by the inward 
Illumination and ion of his Spirit : for, as gue 
Anguſtine ſaith well, * Though God afford never fo 'preburn pacen. 
eat patience (in reſpeit of outward Means ) yet, un- lem at Bone ; 
ſs God give Grace, who can truly repent of his Sins ? penitentions 2 
And this Grace he gives to one, and nor to ano- eg © pay Fe- 
ther; according to his good pleaſure. The blef- ©7557 + 
ſed Apoſtle, in anſwering that great ObjeAtion, Rom.-'9. 194 
Why doth God yet find fault with the Hardneſs and Rebellion 
of Man's heart, ſeeing no Man can reſiſt the Divine Will; nor 
canhe cure himſelf of this hardneſs of heart? hath recourſe fot 
fatisfaftion (not to the ill deſert; and ſinfulneſs 'of Man, bur): 
to the Sovereignty and Dominion of God over his Creatures ; 
which ſurely 1s as great and abſolute, as that which the Porter 
hath'over the Cley ; who maketh Yeſel/ of what faſhion he' will, 
and for what end he will. So, 'God hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, \and whom be will he hardeneth : and who art thou, O 
Man,that replyeſt a1ainſt God ? Shall the thing formed ſay to him that 
formed it,why haſt thou made me thus ? It becomes not the Creature 
to quarrel with God, or diſpute with him concerning this mat- 
ter (though the Creature cannot comprehend the reaſonableneſs 
thereof.) This may well ſatisfie add ſilence us; thit the Apoſtle 
doth not go about to juſtifie God's Coutſes' here mentioned 
from the Conſideration of Man's Sinfulneſs, but only from the 
Conſideration of God's-Sovereignty, and Supreme Dominion o- 
ver his Creatures. And, as freely gives the Grece -of 
Faith and Repentance toſome Men, aninot to others, toraiſe 
them ont of Sin ; fo-God gave corroborating; confirming Grace 
to ſome Angels; and aot to others, to prelerve them ſrom Sin] 
| B according 
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accordingto the Sovereignty of his Wilt, without reference ta 
their deſert. This Grace God granted to the «/-t# Angels; who 
has oneof rhe Avtienes duly obſerves) were, Anplus agyuts, Ore 
affiſted by the Grace of Gad than the other thar fell : and what, 
redſon can be alledged: far this, but mercly the ablolpte Sove. 
reignty, and free Pleaſure of, God ? And here we mult ac- 
quieſce after all our vain and tedious Diſputes. Bebold, an this 
thow art not juſt, God is greater than Mai, why doſt thiu ſtrive a+ 
gainſt him 7, for be grueth vot account of any of bis mitters, JOÞ 3 3. 
12, 13« | Wilt thou condemn þ;11 that is moſt juſt ? Is ut fat to ſay ta 
a Kinz,thou art wighed ! Flow much tt ſs to 9% that: 40crpts pot the pere 
fans of Princes, nor regardeth the web wore th2nthe poor? Job 34+ 
17, 18, 19. Yea, induced, this great God ( who gOVELNS all 
perſons andthings) is moit juſt ; bis Wi being tne eternal Kale 
of Righteouſneſs,  Aytige may-;be cyabgered two ways ; this 
one is, when things are carried towargs Men, according to theic 
Works. Theother is, when a Man dpth no other Rog than 
be hath powey to do ;, as in-<xecuting the power that God hath 
given him oyer the irferior Creatures. Thus we are juſt ;thou 
we kill Sheep oF Oxen, Fc, not-in-xcference to.any; Works, 0 
theirs ; but only'in reference to aur own-rceſarp uſe, and;that 
lawfyl power which Godhath given us, to.make ufe of theſe 
Creatures, and 40 ſerve our-pwn, turns of them. | And thus, 
Gog is not anjuſt-or uncighteoys, but woſt.righteous and jull. in 
ftbewing dercy on. ſome, and not on others; ingiving the Grace 
ef Faith and Repentance to ſome, and not to others, when 
there is no difference between them. 


Sedt, 8. 


It is the great duty and Conerrment-of all thoſe perſons ta 
whom the Goſpel is preached ; 'be they rich.or nable gs 
gnoble, learned or "untearncd, ors} or prophane, to oy 
themſelves, and believe.on Chrilt for everlaſting Life and 
vation, without queſtioning the ſecret Eternal Decreesand;Pur- 
poſes of God concerning them /jn particular, When Men are 
in danger of :drowninggif a Rope be calt 0ut,with a-Command that 
they ſhould lay hold on is for their ſafety, will any of them he 
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{5 fookifh 23to negfett the means of rhefr fifery, tiff the ferter 
porpoſe and meaning of hfarthatcaft our the Rope be particular. 
Iyknown concerning them ? Or'if a 71h Manthrow Mony a- 
mongſt che Poor, requiring thedt to accepe of it ; will any of 
chemrefuſe it, rill he cercainfy know the ſecret iatene afid pur- 
poſe of the rich Man concerning him im particular ? — 
the Goſpel doth not expreſfy fignifie, char this or chac Man ſhall; 
in the Zverr, #Rndfly believeon Chriſt, and be ſaved ; yet the 
Goſpel makes known to the Sons of Men, that it is their duty to 
accept and embrace the Lord Jefns, as he is freely offered to Sim- 
ners;, and that whoſoever wilt be juſtified and faved, muſt be- 
fieve on hint * He that bath the Son bath Eife, but be that hath not 
the Sor bath nor tife : He that believeth on Chrift ſhall be ſaved, but 
he that belirmerh ner ſhall be damned. Faith and Salvation are 16 
1mdioiſibly joyned together, rhat whereſoever the one is, there 
the otherneceffarily and'infallibly fofloweth, Con/ider, 1. That 
where God affords the mean of Grace, there the outward Dif. 
penfacion' of the Goſpel is alike ro aft, borh Fe aid Repro: 
bare": Werrvite, we wooe;, we irrrear all to come in, and be 
reconciled to God, not knowmy in particakar who areclett of 
reprobate in reſpe&t of the Eternal Decrees of God ;. we offer 
Chriſt freely to all that will come*: Whoſvever will, let him take 
the water of hfe freely, Rev. 22. 17. Chriſt is.tendered as an All- 
fiffirient Sxviow# to all rhat hear rhe Gofpef, with a Command 
ro believe, and apromiſethat, Whoſoever (none excepted) be- 
lieueh, ſhalt br faved. And though none can favingly believe 
withorr.God's Special Crace, yet all thoſe that finally reje&trhis 
Tender of rhe Goſpel are lefr without excoſe. 2. As none of 
rad. 7 mentioned by Name in the Goſpel, fo neither are 
weexduded by Name, There wefind, that Chriſt died for the 
world, for ffrmers, for the Ungodly, for Entmies. Rom. 5. 6,8, 
10. Joh. 3, 16, t7. 1Tim. 1.15. 17ob. 2.2, Which words 
are comprehenſſoc, and will take inall forts of ſinrers that will hear- 
tily receive and embrace the Lord Jeſus. Him that cometh to me 
Gaith onr beſt Saviour) 7 will im no wiſe caſt out. Joh. 6. 37. 
And whar though our = be exceeding great and hainons, yet 
tetns remember, that forgivenels and parde# of all fins of what 
number or natare foeyer- they be) isfreety offered and promiſed 
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to every one that ſhall cordially accept thereof, So that it mat-, 
ters not ſo much, what our Sins have formerly been, as whe- 
ther we are »ow heartily willing to cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, for, 
pardon of, and power againſt Sin. 3. We cannot perform a 
more acceptable Service and Obedience to God, than to believe 
on Chriſt, and heartily embrace the offer of his Grace as being 
poor, loſt, condemned Sinners in our ſelves) Fob. 6. 29. With- 
out this, all other works are but dead works. Heb. g: 14. Heb. 11. 
4, 5, 6. He that believes not, doth what be can to make God altar. 
1 Joh. 5. 10. And he that believes on the Son of God, ſets to his ſeal, 
that God 1s true, Joh. 3. 33. 4: Such as have =_ repented of 
their Sins, and do caſt and roul themſelves (inthe oſs of their 
own unworthineſs) upon the perfe# Righteouſneſs and Merits 
of Chriſt (as held forth in the Promiſes of the Goſpel) have the 
witncſs 1 themſelyes of their Eleftion, Juſtification and Adoption, 
and are free from the danger of Reprabarion and final Obduration , 
though at preſent they are ſenſible of, and do groan under much 
bardnſs of heart and corruption. *Tis God that ſtifies "tis Chriſt 
that died for them : Who therefore ſtall condemn them ! who ſhall lay 
any thing to their charge ? Rom. 8, 1, 32. 


Seft. 9. 


Whereas God is often ſaid in Scripture to harden the hearts 
of Men, Exod. 4. 21. Exod.g. 16. Dent. 2. 30. Rom. g. 18. Cer- 
tainly God doth not harden Men's hearts (as Auguſtine rightly ob- 
ſerves) Infundendo Malitiam, but Non Infundendo Gratiam : Tis 
not by infuſing any evil into the heart, but by witholding, and 
not communicating his Grace toit. As the Water is congealed 
and frozen by the abſence of the Sun : how? not. by __—_ 
coldneſs, but by not imparting heat and influence. neſs 
of heart, as it is Sin and Rebellian againſt God, ſo God hath 
nothing to do with it ; but it muſt be put upon the Score of $4+ 
ran, and the Corruption of Man's Nature. God hardeneth not 
the hearts of his own people as he hardeneth the Reprobates : for 
though he hide his face, and ſuſpend the comfortable Infuences 
of his Spirit fromthem for a moment, to try and humble them 
under the Senſe of their Corruption ;, yet with everlaſting kind- 
neſs 
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neſs he will embrace them; Jſa. 54.8. Godis ſaid to harden 
in withdrawing his Grace, and ordering and diſpoſing even 
Men's evil Actions to that end which he hath propounded to 
himſelf, and inuſing the means which the Corruption and Ade 
emiry of Man's heart and nature perverteth to his own deſtru- 

10n- Thus God, inhis wiſe Proyidence, ordereth and over- 
ruleth the Aion of Hardning, but Man himſelf is the Cauſe of 
the Obligniry and ſinfulneſs of the Ation. InScripture we find 
that God hardeneth, Satan hardeneth, and Man hardeneth his 
own heart: an as the inſtrument, Satanas the Worker and Efi- 
cient ; God as the Supreme Judge, over-ruling every Action, and 
diſpoſing of it to his own Glory, either in a way of Mercy or 

ubce, As ina Ship, Man is as the Mariner that worketh; Satan 
the evil Spirit, as the Wind and Weather that tempteth and 
moveth ; and God as the Steers-man, that direftcth and govern- 
eth all. Like as then the Sw: hardneth the Clay, and the Rain 
brings forth Weeds, not of it ſelf, but by reaſon of the Nature 
of the Soil which it influenceth : So, by the Providence and O- 
peration of God, after a moſt ſecret (yet juſt and holy manner) 
the hearts of wicked men come to be hardened more and more ; 
but the only cx/pable Cauſe thereof is in themſelyes, and in the 
Corruption of their Nature, and not in God. 


Sel. 10. - 


Hardneſs of heart is either natural and inbred (which we bring 
with us into the World) or elſe it is acquired and yoluntary : 
and this is an extinguiſhing of that common Z:ght, and Know- 
ledge, and Ingenuity which is in Men ; whereby they make 
their hearts as bard as an Ademart Stone, and wiltully eſtrange 
themſelves from God ; or elſe it is an Additional Hardneſs in- 
flicted by the juſt hand of God upon them, as a puniſhment of - 
their Sin : Thus Ged bardned the hearts of Pharaoh and others, giv- 
ing them up to a reprobate ſenſe, and the vile luſts of their own hearts. 
Rom. 1. 24, 28. Azain, Hardneſs of heart is either fele or not 
felt. The Reprobate (who is given up to hardneſs of heart, 
and ſearedneſs of Conſcience) is not ſenſible of that dreadful ' 
ſpiritual Judgment which he. lies under, nor doth he bewasl - + 

ut. : 


[T4] 
*but hardneſs ſz, when aan fees and fedls, withh prief and for- 
row, the deadnefs, andhardnefs, and brmummedneſrof his own 
heart, which dothnot 7clent (as it ſhonkddv) at the threatnings 
and promifer of God; nor is it thawed and melted with the Mer 
cies and Loving kindneffes of God : fach a ſenſedle hardneſs is in. 
cident'to God's.own Children ; who often complainof it, amt 
groan under it, as a great and heavy burrben, © Lord(lay they) 
why baſt thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardned oxr hearts 
from thy fear. 112. 63. 17. 


Self. 171. 


Are we ſenſible of the hardneſs and fonynefs of onr hearty? 
and would w- be cured of this great Evil ? Then 1. Let ns diti. 
gently ſearch and examine whether we do not #:4fve our ſelves 
in ſome ſecret Sin or other.; which being vnrepented of, will 
harden the heart. 2. Levus conſider the greatnek and' Lore 
of that Divine Majefty, againit whom onr heatts are harahet#: 
this will be a means to foften them. Dewe. 16. 16, 17, 18. *% 
23. 15,16. Pſal. 95. 3, 8), 9. 2 Chron. 30. 8, 9. 3. Above all 
other things, tet us meditate on Chriſt cyacificd, and lay our hard 
and frozen hearts beforethe hor Beams of the Sar of Riphteonl. 
neſs. Mal. 4. 2. that they may ſenſibly feel the force of his gra- 
tious inflaence ; and ſo, looking up to him by Faith (whom we 
" have pierced with our Sins,,) we may thereupon melt and mourn 
for our ſans, as one that monyns for his only child. Zach: 12. 10, "Tis 
obſervedof the Diamord(whoſe extreme hardeſt carmorhe mal- 
lificd,eirber by the force of Iron,or theviolence of the Fire )thar 
if it be ſteeped in the hor blood of a Goar, it preſently diſſolves. 
The Iron, Hammer of the Law. wit not melr and fofrer onr lard 
and ſtubbornhcarts; butif, by true Faith and Meditation, we 
bath and plunge them m the: pretious Blood of the'true' Seape- 
goat, the Lord Jefus Chriſt, ris will break and mek the heart 
(though.it beas hard as an Adomarr.) The facred Bbod of the 
Phyſiciancures the Diſeaſe of che Paricnr. 


, 1@'rare Phyſician ;, the that (hedft thy Blood, 
' Aud gauſt thy Life 10:ds poar Sinners Good, 


” 00 * 


